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The American Chemical Society (ACS) wants the U.S. government to shut down a free database that it says duplicates the society's fee-based Chemical Abstracts Service (CAS). Government officials defend the site, called PubChem, saying the two serve different purposes and will complement, rather than compete with, each other. But ACS officials are hoping to convince Congress to stop PubChem unless the government scales it back.
PubChem was launched last fall by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) Barroso has stumped for the idea in several major speeches, once suggesting that it might be located in Poland, one of the E.U.'s newest members. Although researchers have been largely skeptical, the EIT has gained momentum in some political circles. A group of European Parliament members even suggested a possible campus: their Parliament building in Strasbourg, France-one of two sites where the Parliament sits every month. Many parliamentarians would be happy to give up the building and the trouble of maintaining two home sites.
But on 27 April, the European Research Advisory Board (EURAB), a group of scientists that counsels the commission on policy matters, recommended that it shelve the idea. "As much as we would like to see an EIT come into existence in Europe, we are wary that it cannot be created top-down," the panel says in its statement. "An EIT must grow bottom-up from existing research communities."
Instead, it says, the planned European Research Council (ERC), a body to fund basic research, should be given full support to prompt the kind of competition that helps shape top institutions such as MIT. The ERC-originally proposed by a grass-roots movement of European scientists-was part of the commission's proposal for the 70 billion ($90 billion) 7th Framework program (Science, 15 April, p. 342) , but its exact funding and structure are still unclear.
E.U. research spokesperson Antonia Mochan says the commission is exploring the EIT proposal. Although it has not ruled out starting a new institution, she says, both research commissioner Janez Potocnik and education commissioner Ján Figel´ have said that perhaps a network of "centers of excellence" across Europe "would be the most relevant way to deal with this issue."
But even such a network worries the advisory panel members. "Our point is that [the institute] would distract from the ERC," says EURAB chair Helga Nowotny of the Vienna Science Center. The panel decided to issue the statement after hearing of increased support for the idea among politicians, she says: "Every science minister from Poland to Portugal wants to host an EIT." 
